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BIRTHDAY GREETIBGS - Texans commemorate March 2nd for two very special
reasons, for it was bn this day in 1793 that a child was born of
Scotch-Irish descent near Lexington, Virginia, and in 1836 that a historic
declaration was made and signed at Washington-on-the-Brazos.
Though a nativc of Virginia, Sam Houston eventually made his way
to Texas by way of Tennessee. Having run away from his Tennessee frontier
home at the age of 15, Houston lived with the Cherokees for nearly three
years before beginning his profess iona 1 career. He was admitted to the
bar in 1818 where he practiced law in Lebanon, Tennessee" went on to
represent the 9th district of Tennessee in Congress in 1823, and won the
governorship in 1827.
In December 1832, President Andrew Jackson commissioned him to work
out treaties with the Indians in Texas to prevent American traders in
the area from being attacked and from that point forward Houston carved
his way into Texas history.
Houston spent his 43rd birthday making history. On March 2, 1836,
he was one of 58 delegates to a convention at Washington-on-the-Brazos
that adopted a document enumerating 14 grievances against Mexico and
declaring Texas' independence. Little did the delegates know when they
were elected the previous month that their historic meeting would coincide
with the fall of the Alamo.
Four days after the March 2nd declaration, the Alamo fell to the
Mexican army under the leadership of Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. Although
it was a victory, it was a short-lived one at that. The Republic of Texas
forced Mexico to recognize its independence the next month after defeating
Santa Anna at the battle of San Jacinto on April 21st. The Republic of
Texas remained an independent nation under its Lone Star flag for 10 years
before joining the Union on December 29, 1845.
Houston, considered a hero by his fellow Texans, was elected president
of the Republic in 1836 and the new capital was named in his honor. After
Texas had been admitted to the United States, he was one of the first
U S senators from Texas. He served 14 years until his inflexible Unionism
caused his defeat just prior to the Civil War. Elected governor for the
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third time in 1859, Houston's downfall was his adamant opposition to
secession. Because of this and his refusal to join the Confederacy, he
was deposed from the governorship in 1861 and died at Huntsville, Texas
two years later. A likeness of Houston is one of two statues of famous
Texans which can be found in Statuary Hall in the U S Capitol.
Ever since that Washington-on-the-Brazos convention in 1836, Texans
have come to know and ce lebrate March 2nd as Texas Independence Day, Sam
Houston Day, and even Texas Flag Day as designated by the Texas Legislature.
II II II II
HEALTH CORPS SCHOLARSHIPS - Allow me to share with you some information
on an excellent opportunity for students of medicine, dentistry and other
related professions. The National Health Service Corps (NHSC) Scholarship
Program is not a general financial assistance program for students of
health-related disciplines and therefore is not for everyone.
Scholarships will be available for students of allopathic (MO) and
osteopathic (DO) medicine, dentistry, certified nurse midwifery, nurse
practitioner education, physician assistant education, and if needed mental
health professions. The NHSC Scholarship Program was designed by Congress
to provide professionals trained in those disciplines and specialties
to deliver quality health care in areas of the United States having the
greatest need.
For each year of award the scholar will incur 1 year of obligated
service providing full-time primary health care services in Health
Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) as assigned by the NHSC. A HPSA is
a geographic area, facility, or population group determined by the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to have a shortage of health professionals.
HPSA's are identified on the basis of State and local requests for
designation.
Students who are uncertain of their commitment to primary health
care practice in underserved areas or medical students unsure about their
future specialty interests are advised to carefully consider this program.
The minimum service obligation is two years.
If you would like more information on this program, please feel free
to contact my Washington office.
II II II
UNEMPLOYMERT BEMEFITS - We have received many calls regarding the Emergency
Unemployment Compensation (EUC) Program and for this reason, allow me
to share with you some of the particulars.
The EUC is a temporary unemployment benefits program for jobless
workers which began on 17 November 1991 and will conclude on 4 July 1992.
In order to be eligible for this program passed by Congress and signed
by the President, an individual must have been unemployed after November





levels will be the same as what a claimant received under
Unemployment Insurance program for his or her most recent
maximum weekly benefit varies according to an individuals
the State benefit levels.
For more information you may contact your local Texas Employment
Commission office.
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